
BOULDER: DOGS CAN STAY; BIKE BAN CONTINUES IN WEST TRAIL STUDY AREA
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From left, Renee St. Aubin, Tony Gannaway and Andrea Malanowska listen during the Boulder City Council meeting
on the West Trail Study Area on Wednesday night.

By LAURA SNIDER
March 30, 2011

YouTube: https://youtu.be/sox9stozjZc

https://youtu.be/sox9stozjZc
https://youtu.be/sox9stozjZc


What the City Council approved
The Boulder City Council voted Wednesday night on a management plan for the West Trail
Study Area, which lies west of Broadway and stretches from Linden Avenue south to Eldorado
Springs Drive. Here’s a look at what the council approved:
Closing 42 miles of the 58 miles of social trails that exist in the area, including the trail that
connects the Mesa Trail and the Bear Canyon Service Road and the trail that connects Gregory
Canyon and E.M. Greenman.
Rerouting 15 miles of existing trails, including the lower section of Flagstaff Trail, Green
Mountain West Ridge and the Skunk Canyon Trail.
Repairing 11 miles of existing trails, including Mount Sanitas Trail, May’s Point, Bear Canyon
Trail and upper Fern Canyon.
Continuing to allow dogs on the Saddle Rock Trail, lower E.M. Greenman Trail and the
Tenderfoot Chapman Loop Trail.
Banning horses from going off-trail in most of the West Trail Study Area.
Upholding the current ban on mountain biking in the vast majority of the land but supporting
two possible trail connections from Eldorado Springs to Walker Ranch and from Boulder Canyon
to Flagstaff Mountain via Chapman Drive.

The Boulder City Council voted unanimously Wednesday night to continue to allow dogs on the
Tenderfoot Chapman Loop Trail and the Saddle Rock Trail despite a recommendation from a
community advisory group to ban dogs in those areas.

The decision is part of a larger management plan for the West Trail Study Area — the open
space land that lies west of Broadway and stretches from Linden Avenue south to Eldorado
Springs Drive — that the City Council approved Wednesday.

Council members also upheld the current ban on mountain bikes in the vast majority of the West
Trail Study Area, and they voted for a new ban on horses going off-trail in most of the area.

The dog access recommendations that the council overturned Wednesday were originally
created by the Community Collaborative Group — which was made up of 15 members who
represented a variety of open space users, from conservationists to equestrians to dog owners.
All the recommendations from the community advisory group were arrived at by consensus, and
they represented a series of compromises among the members made over 14 months.

The group’s dog recommendations inspired an impassioned outcry from dog owners, but the
Open Space Board of Trustees opted to support the bans in February, saying the community
group’s package represented a delicate balance.

But City Council members said their job was to take a wider view of open space management,
which could include changing the Community Collaborative Group’s recommendations.

“We heard from a number of people by e-mail and in conversations that it’s important for City
Council to adopt the West TSA as a package — that it was the product of a consensus process



that involved negotiating and trading and so forth and that, somehow, the whole plan would
disintegrate if any pieces of it are touched,” Mayor Susan Osborne said at the beginning of the
meeting.

“I want to be clear. We see our jobs as a little bit different than that. We see our job as
considering, perhaps, some broader policy issues that were not included in the West TSA plan
… and also as a court of last appeal.”

Several council members argued that banning dogs on the Saddle Rock Trail and the
Tenderfoot Chapman Loop Trail was not in the spirit of the directive in the Visitor Master Plan to
find more “dog-free opportunities.”

“I remember the discussion about wanting no dogs on trails,” said Councilwoman Suzy Ageton,
who was on the council in 2005 when the Visitor Master Plan was approved. “I remember that a
number of people spoke whose interest was related to there being families with small children,
older people, and those that have a fear of dogs.”

Ageton felt that neither trail would benefit those groups, and the entire council voted to direct
open space staffers to look for another loop trail at a lower elevation that could be made
dog-free to serve the needs of those groups.

Despite changing part of the dog and horse recommendations, the council accepted the majority
of the management plan as it was presented from the Open Space Board of Trustees.

Those recommendations include closing 42 of the 58 miles of social trails in the study area, as
well as repairing 11 miles and rerouting 15 miles of existing trails.

The council also upheld the current ban on mountain bikes in most of the West Trail Study Area
as recommended by the Open Space and Mountain Parks department. But council members
also directed the open space department to further evaluate the possibility of constructing a bike
trail on Anemone Hill, especially one that would connect to Boulder Canyon.

Councilwoman KC Becker was the only council member who said she would have supported
allowing mountain bikes in the southern portion of the study area.

“I want for us, as a community, to be inclusive whenever we can,” she said. “I think it would be a
great gesture, and I think it’s a workable one.”

Before members officially approved the management plan for the study area, they also
discussed larger concerns they have about the entire open space system and directed staffers
to follow up on them.

For example, several council members said they were concerned about the increasing number
of visitors to open space.



“I think we have a real challenge going forward the next 20 or 30 years,” said Councilman Ken
Wilson. “Boulder has a tremendous amount of really great open space in a metro area with
several million people. Lots of them like to come here, and that’s going to be a real challenge for
us. … We’re in danger of loving open space to death.”

Council members also seemed to largely agree that the city should re-evaluate the Green Tag
program, which requires dog owners to get tag for their dogs before they can be walked under
voice and sight control. The tags require a fee and some level of education on proper etiquette.
Now, there are more tags for dog owners that live outside the city of Boulder than those who live
in it.

Other suggestions included banning off-trail use across the system and finding ways to register
— and potentially charge — other user groups besides dog owners for hiking on trails.

“I think all trail users need to be better educated in terms of etiquette,” said Councilwoman Lisa
Morzel. “I think there should be yellow tags for bike users, blue tags for runners, pink tags for
walkers — everybody needs to understand what the etiquette is on the trail.”
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