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Sam Ardito, counselor for avid4adventure, leads his campers, from left, Sophia Neff, Michael Salzman, and Owen
Flack down Anemone Hill just west of Boulder in August. The area is being considered for a mountain bike trail. By
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Hundreds pack meeting on access options

Boulder will develop a new five-mile trail for pedestrian and equestrian access on the Anemone
Hill open space property, the City Council decided late Tuesday night.

But the council members decided that the loop trail will not include access for mountain bikers.

They sent the plan back to the Open Space Board of Trustees for additional input about a
possible 2.9-mile connector trail for mountain bikes at the south end of the property.

The 5-4 vote rejecting mountain bike access on the planned Anemone Hill loop trail came at a
special meeting in which the highly contentious West Trail Study Area plan was resurrected for
several hours. The plan -- which defines public access to the 11,250-acre swath of open space



west of Broadway that stretches from Linden Avenue south to Eldorado Springs Drive -- was
approved in March, but the leaders have tweaked the plan several times since then.

The latest debate centered on whether mountain bikes should be allowed to access a portion of
Anemone Hill, a 226-acre open space property just west of downtown and north of Boulder
Canyon Drive. The council previously upheld a ban on mountain biking in the vast majority of
the West Trail Study Area but decided to revisit the issue on Anemone Hill.

City open space officials recommended a new configuration to two planned pedestrian and
equestrian loops on Anemone Hill, as well as a new connector trail for mountain bikes.

But the Open Space Board of Trustees supported creating a new five-mile loop on the hill that
would be open to mountain bikes, along with a section of trail on the north side of the property
set aside just for pedestrians and equestrians.

Councilman Macon Cowles supported the trustees' recommendation and called for a stop to the
"bloodletting" over the issue of mountain bike access.

"I think it's good for us to learn how to share," he said Tuesday night.

Councilwoman KC Becker agreed, saying Boulder's mountain biking community is an
"under-served constituency."

But Councilwoman Crystal Gray said a loop trail option for bikes was the least sustainable idea.
Councilman Matt Appelbaum went a step further and said he doesn't want any human access to
the property.

"It's not that mountain bikes are the problem," he said. "It's anything that's the problem."

Mike Patton, Boulder's director of open space and mountain parks, presented several other
alternatives for the trail system. But he reiterated his concerns about environmental harm that
any mountain bikes on Anemone Hill might cause.

"We just don't think, and didn't think initially, that mountain bikes belong in this area," he said.

He warned the leaders, "No matter what we do, we're going to be introducing a great number of
people to the Anemone Hill area."

That increased use brings with it the potential for user conflict, reduced wildlife habitat and
parking problems, he said.

Patton also addressed critics of the open space department, saying it has helped create many
"world-class" opportunities for mountain biking. Some members of the crowd jeered Patton's
comments.



Nearly 60 people spoke about the options for Anemone Hill.

Lifelong Boulder resident Jack Smith, who lives near the edge of the property, urged the leaders
to keep development in the Anemone area to a minimum.

"It's a very important area, both for its scenic value and also because it's an accessible place to
the western side of Boulder," he said. "I'm concerned about preserving it as much intact as
possible."

Representing Boulder Cycle Sport, Brandon Dwight said he frequently talks to customers who
are "very frustrated" about the lack of trails in Boulder that are open to cycling.

"Let's finally provide a place for mountain biking in our western hills," he said.

Heather Swanson, Boulder's wildlife ecologist, told the council that Abert's squirrels, wild turkeys
and northern goshawks could face reduced habitat -- while black bears could see increased
interaction with humans -- through any additional trail development on Anemone Hill.

Other animals that use the property include coyotes, deer, elk and mountain lions, she said. The
north-facing slope of the property, in particular, contains "some fairly rare habitat types,"
Swanson said.

But Jason Vogel, president of the Boulder Mountainbike Alliance, said the officials have been
presented with false options.

"There is no bikes vs. the environment," he said. "Bikes help the environment."

Vogel said most riders simply want nearby access to a "lunchtime ride," and Anemone Hill
provides that option.

"I think it's important for you to find some way to say 'yes'" to mountain bikes, he told the
council.
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